
BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


' DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

MATTHEW CHAUNCEY COOPER 
19317 Carrick Avenue 
Weed, CA 96094 

Registered Nurse License No. 524342 

Case No. 2012-325 

OAH No. 2012030836 

Respondent 

DECISIONAND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted by the 

Board ofRegistered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in 

. this matter. 

This Decision shall become effective on March 29, 2013. 

IT IS SO ORDERED March 29, 2013. 

Raymond Mallei, President · 
Board of Registered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
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KAMALAD.HARRIS. 

Attorney General of California 


' 
ARTHUR D. TAGGART 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

-GEOFFREY-S:-AttEN --·-------------~-------

Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 193338 

1300 I Street, Suite 125 
P.O, Box 944255 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 
Telephone: (916) 324-5341 
Facsimile: (916) 327-8643 
E-mail: Geoffrey.Allen@qoj.ca.gov 

Attorneysfor Complainant . · . 

( BEFORETHE 
' ~OARD OF REGISTERED NUR,SING 

. DEPARTMENT OF CONSPMER AFFAIRS 
' STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: Case No. 2012-325 

MATTHEW CHAUNCEY COOPER OAHNo. 2012030836 
19317 Carrick Av~nu~ · · 
Weed, CA 96094· . STIPULATED.SURRENDER OJ;? 
Registered Nurse License No. 524342 LICENSE AND ORDER 

Respondent 

. . . . 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGRE~D hy and between the parties in this 
. . . . . . . 

proceeding that tl:le. following matters are t~ue: 

PARTIES 

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN (Complainant) is the Exe·cutive Officer ofthe Board of 

Regt~tered Nursing. She broughtthis action solely in her official capacity and is represented in 

this matter by Kamala D. Ha~ris, Attorney General of the State of California, by Geoffrey S. 

All~n, Deputy ~ttorney General. 

. 2. Matthew Chauncey Cooper (Respondent) is representing himself in this proceeding. 

and has chosen not to exercise his right to be represented by. counsel. 

3. .On or about July 26, 1996, the Board of Registered Nursing issued Registered Nur.se 

LicenseNo. 524342 (License) to Respondent. The License was in full force and effect at all 

; 
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. . 
times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 2012-325 and will expire on March 31, 

2014, unless rene~ed. 

JURISDICTION 
. . . 

4. Accusation No .. 2012-325 (Accusation) was filed before the Board ofRegistered 

Nursing (Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, and is currently pending against Respondent. 

The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were properly served on Respondent 

on November 23, 2011. Respondent timely filed his Notice of Defense contesting the 

Accusation. A. copy of the Accusation is atta<;;hed as Exhibit A and incorporated by reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

. 5. Respondent has carefully read, and understands the charges and allegations in the 

Accusation. Respondent also has carefully re~d, and understands the effects of this Stipulated 

Surrender ofLicense and Order. 

Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a· 

hearing on the charges and aJlegations in the Accusation; the right to be represented by counsel, at 
. ' . 

his own, expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against him; ~he right to 

present evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to compel 

the attendance ofwitnesse~ and the production of documents; the right to reconsideration. and 

court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California 

Ad~inistrative Procedure Acf.and other applicable laws. 

7. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and give.s up each and 

every right set forth above. 

.. CULPABILITY 

8. Respon~c;;nt admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in the 

Accusation, ·agrees that cause exists for d~scipline and hereby surrenders his License for the 

Board's formal acceptance. 

9. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation he enables the Board to issue 

an order·accepting th.e surrender of his License without further process. 

/// 
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CONTINGENCY 

10. This stipulation shall be subject to ?-pproval by the Board. Respondent understands 

-and-agrees-that~counsel-for-Corriplainant and-the-staffof-the:Board_may-comtriunicate_directlj'--l------l 

with the Board regarding this stipulation and surrender, without notice to or participation by 

Responde~t. By signing the stipulation, Respondent understands and·agrees that he may not 

withdraw his agreement or seek to rescind the ·stipulation prior to the time the Board considers 

anc! acfs upon 'it. If the Board fails to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the 

Stipulated Surrender and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this 
I 

paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action betwe~n the parties, and the Board shall not 
0 • 

be disqualified from further action by having considered this.matter. 

11. The parties understand and agree that fac~imile copies of this Stipulated Surrender .of 
. . 

License and Order, including facsimile signatures there~o, shall have the same force and effect as· .. 


the originals. 

0 • 

12. This Stipulated Surrender ofLicen~e and Order is inten(led by the parties to be an · 

integrated writing representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of. their agreement. 

It supersedes any and all prior or contempo.ranecius agreements, ·understa~dings; discussions, 

negotiations, aqd commitments (writteri or oral). This Stipulated Surrender of License· and Order 

may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemente~, or otherwise changed except by a writin~ 

executed by an authorized representative of each o~the parties. 

13. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 


the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following Order: 


· ORDER 


ITIS HEREBY ORDERED that Registered Nurse License No. 524342, issued to 

R~spondent Matthew Chauncey Cooper, is sJ,lrrendered and accepted by the Board ofRegiste~ec! 

Nursing. 

1. The surrender ofRespondent's License an,d the acceptance of the surrendered lic'ense 


by the Board shall constitute the imposition of discipline against Respondent. This stipulation 

0 0 0 
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constitutes a record of the discipline and shall become a part of Respondent's license history with 

the Board. 

ofthe effective date ofthe Board's Decision and Order. 

3. Respondent shall cause. to be delivered to the Board his pocket license and, if one was . . 

issued, his wall certificate Of!. or before. the effective date of the Decision and Order. 

4. IfRespondent ever files an application for licensure or a petition for reinstatement in 

the State of California, the Board shall treat it as a petition for reinstatement. Respondent must 

comply with all the laws, regulations and procedures for reinstatement of a revoked license in 

effect at the time the petition is filed, and all of the charges and allegations contained in the 

Accusation shall be deemed to be true, correct and admitted by Respondent when the Board 

determines whether to grant or deny the petition. · 

5. If and when Respondent's Liceqse is reinstated, he shall pay to the Board costs 

associate?d with its investigation and enforcement pursuant to Business and Professions Code· 

section 125 . ..3 in the amount of$4,002.40, Respondent sh~ll be permitted.to pay these costs in a 

payment'plan approved by the Board. Nothing in this provision shall be construed to prohibit the 

Board from reducing the arn.ount of cost recovery upon reinstatement of the license. 

6. If Respondent should eyer apply or reapply for a new.license or c.ertification, or 

petition for reinstatement of a license, by any other health care licensing agency in the State of 

California, aJl 'of the charges and alle.ga:tions contained in the Accusation shall be deemed to be 

true, correct, apd admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement ~f Iss·ues· or any 'other 

proceeding seeking to deny or restrict licensure. 

7. Respondent shall not apply for licensure·.or petition for reinstatement for two (2) 
~ . . . 

. . . 

years from the effective date ofthe Board ofRegistered Nursing's Decision and Order. 

Ill 

Ill 

.Ill 
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________ 

1 · ACCEPTANCE 


2 
 I haye carefully read the Stipulated S~ncier ofLieerise:~d llider.. I understand the 


$ 
 stipulation and the. effectit will Mve on my Li~nse. t enter into this $tipul~ Sprre,Oder·of 

4 Li~~nse and Qr4etvol!llltatiiy~ lcn,():Wingl!'; and-~tel~!g~!J:~'{~d ~w.eelo ·Pe bolJ!14 by i:!J,_e___ ____.
1 

5. Decision ~d.~d~r o(the 'B9.acl.~ 


6 

·.'~···... ·.. . . .

7 DA1ED:. . . 
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to 

1.1 

for consideration by the·Board ofRegjstered Nursing ofthe Departmet)tofCo~umerAffairs·..


12' 

13 Dated: · Re~~t:Mly sttbrrtitted, 

KAMALA I>. iiARRls .14 
Attorney·$eriei;al :ofCa1if¢rni;:t
ARTB:t.iltD. ,TAGGART .IS 
SiiperVisiiig.DeputY· Attorney Gen~nll. 
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Exhibit A 

Accusation No. 2012-325 
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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 

ARTHURD. TAGGART 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General 


-GEOFFREYS-:-.ALLEN ·--------------------------1-----~ 

Deputy Attorney General 

State Bar No. 193338 


1300 I Street, Suite 125 

P.O. Box 944255 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 

Telephone: (916) 324-5341 

Facsimile: (916) 327-8643 


Attorneysfor Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


Case No. In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

MATTHEW CHAUNCEY COOPER 

19317 Carrick Avenue 

Weed, CA 96094 
 ACCUSATION 

Registered Nurse License No. 524342 


Respondent. 

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN ("Complainant") brings this Accusation solely in her 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing ("Board"), 

Department of Consumer Affairs. 

2. On or about July 26, 1996, the Board issued Registered Nurse License Number 

524342 to Matthew Chauncey Cooper ("Respondent"). Respondent's registered nurse license was 

23 in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on 

24 March 31, 2012, unless renewed. 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

26 3. Business and Professions Code ("Code") section 2750 provides, in pertinent part, that 

27 the Board may discipline any licensee, including a licensee holding a temporary or an inactive 

28 Ill 
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license, for any reason provided in Article 3 (commencing with section 2750) of the Nursing 

Practice Act. 

deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the licensee or 

to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. Under Code section 2811, subdivision 

(b), the Board may renew an expired license at any time within eight years after the expiration. 

5. Code section 2761 states, in pertinent part: 

The board may take disciplinary action against a certified or licensed 
nurse or deny an application for a certificate or license for any of the following: 

(a) Unprofessional conduct ... 

6. Code section 2762 states, in pertinent part: 

In addition to other acts constituting unprofessional conduct within the 
meaning of this chapter [the Nursing Practice Act], it is unprofessional conduct for a 
person licensed under this chapter to do any of the following: 

(a) Obtain or possess in violation of law, or prescribe, or except as 
directed by a licensed physician and surgeon, dentist, or podiatrist administer to 
himself or herself, or furnish or administer to another, any controlled substance as 
defined in Division 10 (commencing with Section 11000) of the Health and Safety 
Code or any dangerous drug or dangerous device as defined in Section 4022. 

(b) Use any controlled substance as defined in Division 10 (commencing 
with Section 11000) of the Health and Safety Code, or any dangerous drug or 
dangerous device as defined in Section 4022, or alcoholic beverages, to an extent or 
in a manner dangerous or injurious to himself or herself, any other person, or the 
public or to the extent that such use impairs his or her ability to conduct with safety to 
the public the practice authorized by his or her license ... 

7. Health and Safety Code section 11170 states that no person shall prescribe, 

administer, or furnish a controlled substance for himself. 

COST RECOVERY 

8. Code section 125.3 provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of · 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement of the case. 
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9. "Marijuana" is a Schedule I controlled substance as designated by Health and Safety 

-eode-section-I-1054-;-subdivision-(d)(-I-J),-.-- ­

10. "Levorphanol" is a Schedule II controlled substance as designated by Health and 


Safety Code section 11055, subdivision (c)(12). 


11. "Vicodin" is a compound consisting of 5 mg hydrocodone bitartrate, also known as 

dihydrocodeinone, and 500 mg acetaminophen per tablet, and is a Schedule III controlled 

substance as designated by Health and Safety Code section 11056, subdivision (e)(4). 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Self~Administration of Controlled Substances) 

12. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Code section 2761, 


subdivision (a), on the grounds of unprofessional conduct, as defined by Code section 2762, 


subdivision (a), in that in and between December 2007 and March 2011, Respondent self-


administered the controlled substances marijuana and levorphanol without lawful authority 


therefor, as set forth in paragraph 13 below. 


SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 


(Use of Controlled Substances and Alcoholic Beverages to an Extent 


or in a Manner Dangerous or Injurious to Oneself and/or Others) 


13. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Code section 2761, 

subdivision (a), on the grounds of unprofessional conduct, as defined by Code section 2762, 

subdivision (b), in that in and between December 2004 imd March 2011, Respondent used 

alcoholic beverages and the controlled substances marijuana, levorphanol, and/or Vicodin to an 

extent or in a manner dangerous or injurious to himself, other persons, and the public and/or to 

the extent that such use impaired his ability to conduct his nursing duties safely, as follows: 

a. On or about December 1, 2004, a hospital supervisor at Mercy Medical Center 

located in Mt. Shasta, California (where Respondent was employed as a registered nurse), 

suspected that Respondent had been drinking alcohol prior to reporting for duty as he had an odor 

Ill 
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of alcohol on his breath. Respondent was tested for alcohol and was shown to have a blood 

alcohol level of23.5 mgldl. 

b-. -In-orabout-E>ctoher-2006;-Respondent-was-suspected-of-being-impaired-while-at-work­

in that his speech was slurred and he was perspiring profusely. Respondent admitted to hospital 

staff that he was addicted to prescription narcotics. Respondent entered a chemical dependency 

center. Upon his discharge from the center, Respondent was placed on an employment contract, 

requiring him to undergo random drug testing. 

c. On or about December 28, 2007, and December 31, 2007, Respondent underwent 

random drug tests and tested positive for marijuana. 

d. On or about March 16, 2011, during an interview with an investigator of the Division 

of Investigation, Department of Consumer Affairs, Respondent admitted that he suffers from 

addiction and has abused alcohol, pain pills, and marijuana. Respondent stated that he has used 

the controlled substance levorphanol, an opiate-based liquid pain medication that he obtains on 

the "streets", and would use 4 to 6 ml a day of the drug. Respondent also stated that he currently 

uses alcohol, pain pills and marijuana, takes three pills a day ofprescription Vicodin, and smokes 

marijuana once or twice amonth. When asked by the investigator if he would submit to drug 

testing, Respondent refused, stating that his sample might test positive for marijuana. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board of Registered Nursing issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 524342, issued to 

Matthew Chauncey Cooper; 

2. Ordering Matthew Chauncey Cooper to pay the Board of Registered Nursing the 

reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 125.3; 

Ill 

Ill 
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3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.1 

2 

-----3- ,-DATED:-A!IJ/m74tt-,J-j-?/)-/l 
LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN 77 

4 Executive Officer V 
Board of Registered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 

6 Complainant 
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